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Course description:  Participation in this course will improve your drawing and 
perceptual skills, and develop a good foundation for future art making.  We will 
cover basic drawing and perception techniques, using various drawing media, to 
understand the basic elements of design; line, shape, form, value, proportion, 
spatial illusion, perspective, composition, and ways of “seeing”; while appreciating 
the joy in learning to draw and see your world differently. 
 

Assignments will include figure drawing, architectural drawings, still life, 
landscape, portraiture, environments, mixed-media compositions, including themes 
and subjects chosen by students. 
 

As you progress through the course, you may choose to begin color study. 
Color media can include, colored pencil, chalk, pastels, ink, pens, etc. 
 

Studio, “in-class”, assignments will include drawing from still life 
constructions, live models, exercises from texts, and outdoor drawing sessions.   
Assignments will have due dates, and will coincide with our group critique 
schedule.  You will be required to show and discuss your work during group 
critiques. We will visit galleries and museums, to view and appreciate the work of 
others who engage in the arts of drawing and painting. 
 
Sketchbooks:  You will need to purchase a sketchbook.  Any spiral bound 
drawing book will suffice, minimum size, 6 x 8 inches.  Your sketchbook will  
be evaluated periodically as part of grading, and will be submitted at the 9-week 
mark and semester final critique. The sketchbook is similar to a journal, which 
means that you should draw in it everyday. Please secure a sketchbook during the 
first week of the course, and start looking a purchasing a personal collection of 
drawing tools, ( grades of pencils, erasers, etc.). 
 
Final Project:  You will be required to complete a Final Project, (semester final).  
This will consist of copying another artist of your choosing, or create a new piece, 
using the media and stylistic approach of that artist. One piece is required, with 
size to be determined through discussion with instructor.  We will provide 
adequate details on this project three weeks before the due date.  A research 
paper/PowerPoint will accompany the drawing. We will discuss the criteria for that 
before submission. 
 
 



 
Semester Portfolio:  Your semester/final portfolio will consist of a collection of 
drawings that reflect your work over the course of 17 weeks in this class. Pieces 
may be from assigned work or your own thematic collection, and must be 
considered a finished drawing. The definition of a finished drawing will be clear to 
you in the coming weeks. We will be discussing and understanding the 
components and qualities of a good portfolio. 
 
 
Participation and Assessment:  
 You will be evaluated on your 

Participation    
Be in the studio- drawing, subscribe to and follow 
Google Classroom 

 
Production         

Some studio assignments will require meeting 
objectives  and due dates        

               
     Sketchbook(s) drawing outside the studio 
 
     Progress          Show growth and competency. 
 
     Final piece/project  (details to follow) 
      
     Semester Portfolio  Minimum 15 finished drawings 
        

To pass the course you must complete the studio assignments, 
sketchbook, participate in crits, complete the final project, and submit a 
semester portfolio.    
Assignments will be posted on PowerSchool and graded on a “points” basis. 
Point values will change according to assignment.  These assignments will 
contain specific objectives. (e.g. show evidence of knowledge and application of 
tonal range). 
 

The manor in which you participate in class work, the content of your 
portfolio, work in sketchbook, meeting assignment due dates, regular and 
active participation in critiques, and content of your final project will 
determine your final grade in the course.  We will meet and discuss your 
progress as needed, to evaluate your work and your status in the course. Be 
prepared to self-reflect and assess your own work in this class. Your grade is 
literally “in your hands”. 
 
 



I will be available to discuss anything related to the course during studio 
time. Also by appointment:  Monday and Wednesday block 5, lunchtimes,(except 
Tuesdays), or Thursday after Forum. 
 

Steve’s contact info:  coron@aaps.k12.mi.us    school ph. 994 - 2025 x 
36407, or by appointment during my open blocks and lunch time. Communicate 
with me, please. 

 
First nine week timeline: 
 
Week 1 
 Syllabus, introduction to the course, Q&A, start drawing! 
 
Week 2 
 Sketchbooks, (have it!), media, simple objects get complicated, finished 
drawing(?) 
 
Week 3 

Environments, Farmer’s Market or school grounds sketching, working 
toward a finished  

 Drawing, Environment drawing due. First Crit. 
 
Week 4 
 Boxes, seeing the forms, finished boxes drawing due Friday. 
 
Week 5 
 Sketchbook check, line up, the edges make the difference 
  
 
Week 6 
 Light/shadow, throwin shade, on paper. 
 
 
Week 7 
 Work on finished drawing-light/shadow/shading 
  
  
Week 8 

Pumpkins! YAY! Charcoal, if you dare. 
  
 
Week 9 
 Mid-term portfolio and sketchbook due. Finish all pieces this week. 


